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CHANGE WE CAN BELIEVE IN •• INAUGURATION

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- Barack
Obama launched his presidency before
an estimated 1.5 million people on the
National Mall on Tuesday with somber
yet confident tones, saying the country
will overcome its serious economic and
international' challenges.
·
President Barack Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden watch the inaugural
flcuade outside the White House.
"Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real," Obama said in
his inaugural address. "They are serious, and they are many. They will not
be met easily or in a short span of time.

But know this, America: They will be
met."
Obama's tempered optumsm,
however, was bookended by celebration
in the Mall and across the country for
the inauguration of the country's first
African-American president.
"This is America happening," said
Evadey Minott, a Brooklyn, New York,
resident who witnessed the inauguration.
"It was prophesized by King that
we would have a day when everyone
would come together. This is that day.
I am excited. I am joyful. It brings tears
to my eyes."
Obama's address came before a
crowd that had been building since 4
a.m. Tuesday down the National Mall.
People sang, danced and waved flags as
his swearing-in approached.
Many in the crowd seemed moved
as Aretha Franklin belted out a rousing
version of "My Country 'Tis of Thee"
before Joe Biden was sworn in as vice
president.
Wearing a navy suit and red tie,
Obama repeated the oath of office, his
hand on the same Bible used in President Abraham Lincoln's first inauguration.
When Obama took the podium,
however, the jubilant crowd grew som-

ber and quiet, hanging on his every
word. There was only scattered applause -- punctuated by an occasional
"That's right" or "Amen."
Obama thanked those who sacrificed so much so "a man whose father,
less than 60 years ago, might not have
been served at a local restaurant can
now stand before you to take a most
sacred oath."
He promised to end petty squabbles on Capitol Hill, bring "old friends
and former enemies" into the fold, and
invoked the Bible, saying, "The time
has come to set aside childish things."
He also vowed to leave Iraq to its
people, responsibly, and to finish forging "a hard-earned peace" in Afghanistan. To Muslims, he promised "a new
way forward, based on mutual interest,"
and to terrorists, he leveled a threat:
"You cannot outlast us, and we will de·
feat you."
The challenges are daunting, he
said, but anyone who underestimates
this nation has forgotten about its past
perseverance.
"Greatness is never a given. It
must be earned," he said.
His words resounded with spectators and revelers who let out deafening
cheers after his address. Spectator L.J.
Caldwell likened Obama to some of the

V ALPO LAw PRESENTS
New fund created to
offset travel expenses to
student conferences
Nathan Vis
Forum Staff Writer

E

ffective as of December 3, 2008,
Valparaiso University School of
Law has set aside specific funds
for which students can apply to use towards conference travel and expenses.
In the past, students secured limited funds for conference fees and travel
from certain school funds, and now
"this opportunity has been broadened
to the entire school," said Joe Baruffi,
Director of Student Relations.
The Student Bar Association has

granted assistance towards conference
fees through budgets allotted to SBA
recognized student groups. Others have
been funded through the Dean's discretionary fund. These have included
attendance at a Lavender Law Conference, as well as a Black Entertainment
and Sports Law Conference this past
fall. Still others have been funded
through the Student Relations Office,
such as the attendance of Womens Law
Student Association representatives at a
Miss J.D. conference last year.
"At Valpo you get a wonderful education" said Baruffi, "but a good education without connections to the field
you desire to pursue creates challenges
for students. Creating this fund enables
students to meet those with similar interests, at venues they may not be able
to attend without assistance." In addi-
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After Obama's address, hundreds
most heroic figures of the civil rights
movement.
of thousands remained on Washington's
"When you think back, Malcolm National Mall as Obama entered the
Capitol and signed his first documents
[X] fought, then we come a little further. Rosa Parks sat, then come up a lit- as the 44th president of the United
tle further, and [the Rev. Martin Luther States. Among those were his Cabinet
King Jr.] spoke. Then today, President nominations. The Senate approved most
Obama ran and we won," said Caldwell, of those nominations later in the day.
Obama then lunched with lawof Somerset, New Jersey.
Celebrations weren't limited to makers at the Capitol's Statuary Hall,
telling them, "What's happening today
Washington. Across the country, friends
is not about me. It is about the American
and strangers gathered on the streets
people."
and in schools, bars and auditoriums to
Later, Obama's motorcade carwitness Obama's inauguration, united
ried him past barricaded crowds along
in their hope that he will deliver on his
Pennsylvania Avenue toward the White
promise of change.
House. He and his family watched the
In New York's Bronx borough,
rest of the parade in a reviewing stand
students huddled in the halls of a school
outside the White House. The president
to watch the ceremony on a projection
and first lady then began the rounds of
screen.
10 official inaugural balls scheduled
"They were cheering; they were
clapping; they were in awe because over the course of the evening.
Many said before the festivities
everything we had talked about, they
that they did not have tickets and would
were able to see," teacher Marta Renbe happy to catch a mere glimpse of the
don said.
nation's first African-American presiLeaders around the world offered
dent. Some spectators were more than
their congratulations. French President
a mile from the swearing-in ceremony,
Nicolas Sarkozy said the United States
watching on giant TV screens erected
expressed "its resolve to have an open,
along the National Mall.
new, strong and caring America."
At St. John's Episcopal Church,
Australian Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd said Obama is "the hope of our
time."
See Inauguration, page 7

STUDENT TRAVEL FUND
tion, Baruffi said that conferences are a
way to get around the "top ten percent
in your class parameters" that may stymie interviews and applications.
Criteria for consideration include
that the event must have an educational
component and that the venue must provide opportunities for minority and/or
female student networking, and/or attendance must provide opportunities
not . otherwise attainable for profession~! networking in specific practice
areas. The criteria for a proposal for
these funds are available from the Student Relations office.
The parameters to the applications
for the funds are that students can only
apply once a year and those on academic
probation will not be eligible for funding. In addition, funding for political or
religious agendas will not be supported.

Baruffi noted that that portion of the parameters should be interpreted as meaning no "straight political conventions or
party meetings will be assisted." However, due to their opportunities to· students, Baruffi held that events such as
Young Democrat or Republican Lawyer
Conventions would be considered for
conference funding.
This year $30,000 has been allotted to the student conference fund on
a first come first serve basis - and this
rolling admission process is set to continue next school year as well. This year
the funds have been disbursed from the
Dean's discretionary funds, but the plan
for future allocation to this fund has yet
to be determined. Proposals are currently being vetted to determine if the

See Travel Fund, page 3
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Quiet inaugrual masks symbolic event

THE CLINIC BEAT
Tax clinic
Maru DeMartini
Forum Staff Writer

T

Christy Commers

Although the po sibility to work at the
clinic for only one semester is available,
this is not advisable. The first semester
allows student to become familiarized
with the job, while the second semester
enables them to work through the process and reach a solution to their case.
Students also get the benefit of six credits for their participation in the Clinic
during two semesters.
"The clinic gives students the opportunity for a smooth transition from
being a law student to being an attorney.
It gives them the confidence to work a
case on their own, deal with clients and
negotiate with opposing parties. As opposed to other learning opportunities
such as mock trial or moot court, the
work at the clinic is not scripted and
students learn as their cases progress,"
says Kohlhoff. They also learn how the
billing per hour process works in a Jaw
finn; having to keep track of the time
they spend on each case and prepare a
mock invoice for their billable hours.
Kohlhoff explains that, contrary
to what some students think, the VITA
program and the tax clinic are two different and separate things. Students at
the clinic do not work with clients on
filing their tax returns for the current
year. This service is provided by the
VITA program through the work of volunteers who receive pro-bono hours in
return. The tax clinic is not conducted
by volunteers, but by students who earn
three credits per semester for the service
they provide.
According to Andrew Schmuhl,
a third-year law student working his
second semester at the Clinic, the work
done at the clinic is not as stressful and
time-pressured as the work in other
clinics. "You get the opportunity to
dedicate a good amount of time to research and writing, while making sure
you are doing a good job for your client," said Schmuhl. "The cases are really colorful and interesting. Contrary
to the idea that most students have, that
the Tax Law Clinic is all about filling
out forms. The live stories of the people
coming in the clinic sometimes are just
unbelievable".
Schmuhl also stresses the importance of the clinic experience in finding a job, "once you graduate from law
school, the likelihood of having to deal
with litigation procedures at the stress
level of decision-making seen in other
clinics is really unlikely. Most students
will start by doing work most similar to
the one encountered in the tax clinic,
where research and writing of memorandums is a priority".
The opportunity to work with real
cases, intensify your research and writing abilities, and gain experience in negotiation procedures is right across the
yard!

he Tax Clinic at Valparaiso University School of Law (Valpo
Law) is a good opportunity for
those students who would like to explore an area of law other than litigation
and is also a great experience for those
aiming to practice business law after
they graduate.
Unlike other Valpo Law clinics,
the Tax Clinic is more transactional in
' nature, focusing on problem-solving
and negotiation. Students work closely
with the IRS attorneys in negotiating
appropriate settlements for their clients
and finding solutions to their conflicts.
Students represent clients in Federal income tax controversy cases in administrative procedures before the IRS and in
judicial procedures before the U.S. Tax
Court.
Clinic clients include low-income
individuals, small businesses and nonprofit organizations from all over the
state of Indiana. Organizations need
legal repre entation in particular when
it comes to tax exemption procedures,
which can be complicated and overwhelming for them to handle on their
own. Among the different organizations
represented by the clinic is a firefighters' association, an orchestra, and a pet
rescue organization.
A great deal of client correspondence is done via telephone, mail and
e-mail because clients cannot always
come to meet with their student representatives in person.
In order to be able to participate
in this clinic, students must first take
two classes: Federal Income Tax and
Legal Profession. This requirement is
to ensure that students have a basic understanding of how the federal income
tax laws work. Legal Professions is a
state imposed prerequisite for all clinic
students.
Students work an average of ten
hours a week and have office hours
in which their clients can reach them.
They also meet as a class twice a week
during the first few weeks of the semester and less often as they become more
comfortable with their tasks. During
these meetings students receive proper
training and work on case rounds, in
which they articulate their cases in front
of the group. This enables them to be
prepared when the opportunity arises
for them to speak in front of a judge or
negotiate with the IRS attorneys.
Professor Paul Kohlhoff, who has
being director of the tax clinic since
2004, encourages students to participate
in the clinic for two semesters since
he considers this making the learning Maru is a 1L and can be reached at foprocess more accurate and complete. rum@valpo. edu
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Forum Staff Writer
'm departing this month from the
column's traditional format to ponder a facet of our democratic system
that is taken for granted and overlooked:
the Inauguration of a President.
According to the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies, George Washington established
the tradition of an Inaugural event in
1789 when he became the first President
of the United States. CBS News stated
that he was also one of the creators of
the 35 word oath each President has recited, while placing his left hand on a
Bible and raising the right hand.
The Joint Committee on Inaugural
Ceremonies also noted the first Washington, DC Inauguration was Thomas
Jefferson's in 1801. Although Washington, DC remains the place where
inaugurations take place, the location
within the city of the actual ceremony
has changed. Typically the ceremony is
held from the West balcony of the U.S.
Capitol, but it has also been held on the
East side. Inclement weather has forced
the ceremony to be held inside the Capitol twice, the last being for Ronald Reagan in 1985.
While the day of January 20th following a Presidential election is consid-
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elections. Her remarks surprised me,
especially because a country's stability
can be so easily uprooted by a transition
of power.
And now for the opinion of the
Commers Court .. . We don 't think much
about inaugurating a president since it
usually only occurs every four or eight
years. Yet, it is a monumental achievement. Our country is successful because
we can amicably tum over power from
one administration to another. The event
also provides citizens of every political
background with hope and promise for
the future. Americans are lucky to have
this process and it should not be taken
for granted. And we, as future lawyers,
must protect all facets of our political
process, even something as seemingly
mundane as an Inauguration.

Christy is a 2L and can be reached at
forum @valpo. edu.

FROM THE

LAW LIBRARY
Sally Holterhoff
Government Information I Reference
Librarian
as the inauguration of Barack
Obama as the 44th president
of the United States made you
wonder about this unique event which
takes place every four years? The
swearing-in ceremony, with its Constitutional basis and historical background, marks the beginning of a new
presidential term and sets the tone for
the new administration.
In the U.S. Constitution, the presidential oath of office is set out in Article
II, Section 1, which reads simply: "I do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the
best of my ability, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution of the United
States." Most presidents-elect since
Franklin Roosevelt have also added the
words "so help me God," although that
phrase isn't included in the official version. With this oath of only 39 words,
administered by the chief justice of the
Supreme Court, each new president assumes the responsibility of the nation's
highest office.
A wealth of other information
about inaugurations and the presidency
in general is available on the web. Here
are a few of the most useful sources I've
found, as well as some relevant print titles available in our library collection:
Joint Congressional Committee on
Inaugural Ceremonies (http://inaugural.
senate.gov/)
Currently this site features a wide
range of official infonnation concerning this year's inauguration, including

H

practical tips for attendees. The Joint
Committee began planning for the 2009
event long before results oflast November's election were known. The site
also contains historical information and
images 'from the U.S. Senate collection.
''I Do Solemnly Swear . . . ": Presidential Inaugurations (http://lcweb2.
loc.gov/ammem/pihtmVpihome.html)
The Library of Congress presents
this outstanding collection of online
resources relating to inaugurations
through the years, starting in 1789 with
Georg~ Washington. Resources include
diaries and letters of presidents and of
people who witnessed inaugural ceremonies, handwritten drafts of inaugural addresses, tickets, programs, photographs, and more.
The Avalon Project at Yale Law
School (http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject/menus/inaug.asp)
This site, which provides digital
documents concerning fields such as
law, politics, and government, has the
inaugural address text for every president from George Washington through
George W. Bush's first inauguration.
The American Presidency Project
(www.presidency.ucsb.edu)
This definitive online source of
information about U.S. presidents was
developed by two political scientists at
the University of California, Santa Barbara and is widely used by scholars. It
provides access to thousands of written
documents, including texts of inaugural
.addresses and hundreds of recordings,
among them a number of inaugural addresses on audio or video tape.
A Brief History of Presidential Inaugurations ( www.whitehousehistory.

Halll42 - Valparaiso University School of Law- 656 S. Greenwich Street Valparaiso, IN 46383-6461
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ered Inauguration Day to us now, that
was not always the case. According to
CBS News, historically, the date was
March 4th, which ensured the incoming administration has plenty of time to
establish their government. However, in
1933 amidst the Great Depression, the
nation determined that January 20 was a
better starting date. This date was finalized by the passage of the 20th Amendment to the U .S. Constitution.
For me, the most amazing part of
the Inaugural process is not so much
what is done, but what isn't. Our transfer of power from one leader to another
is seamless. In fact, our new President
took office even before taking the oath.
The 20th Amendment states that the
President takes office officially at 12
noon on January 20th, and not only after taking the oath. Our country's power
transfer had occurred by the simple
movement of a clock hand, without a
single word being uttered.
Transfer of political power doesn't
always happen as smoothly around the
world as it does in the United States.
A fellow student, an American citizen
who spent several years living in Latin
America, said she found the ceremony
to be "anti-climatic." As a Spanish
major in college, I learned that many
other countries, including most of Latin
America, transfer power through coup
d , etats, and have dictators who savagely rule the nation or have fraudulent

-

org/03/subs/03 _a.htrnl)
This website of the White House
Historical Society provides information
on various topics related to presidential
inaugurations: the oath, speeches, the
parade, social events, symbolic gestures. and trivia questions.
Presidential lna~~w.rations: The
Capitol Connection (http://uschscapitolhistory.uschs.org/artic les/uschs articles-09.htm)
As the website ofthe U.S. Capitol
Historical Society, this resource shows
the unique role which the U. S. Capitol building has had in inaugurations
through the years.
PRINT SOURCES IN VALPO LAW
LIBRARY:
Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents
ofthe United States 1789- 1989.
J 8l.C89.
Matthew A. Pauley, I Do Solemnly
Swear: The President's Constitutional
Oath: Its Meaning and Importance in
the History of Oaths (1999).
K.F5080.P38 1999.
America's Lawyer-Presidents: From
Law Office to Oval Office (Norman
Gross, ed., 2004)
Ref-KF353.A46 2004.
This book covers the U.S. presidents who have been lawyers-25 of
them out of a total of 43 Presidentsfrom JohnAdams to Bill Clinton. Anew
chapter will be needed to add Barack
Obama, a graduate of Harvard Law
School.
Public Papers of the Presidents
(National Archives & Records Service)-[Valpo Law Library holdings
start with Herbert Hoover in 1929 and
currently run through 2004 for George
W. Bush.]
J80.A283 1929-2004 .
Presidential Studies Quarterly
(Center for the Study of the Presidency)
Current issues on Law Reserve.
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The Dean's C orner From th e C are e r Planning Center
Even faculty
members network
with each other
Mary Persyn
Assoc. Dean of Library Services
housands of. law profes~ors ~11 in
one place-It's an amazmg sight.
This was the vie.w the first week
of January in San Diego, California, at
the annual meeting of the Association of
American Law Schools (AALS).
You may have wondered why the
Jaw school started classes later than the
undergrad campus this year. That's because nineteen of our law professors
(by Professor Berner's count) were
at the AALS meeting. We discovered
years ago that students don't like to
come back for the beginning of Spring
semester and then have most of their
classes cancelled because the professors are away at the AALS meeting
(which always takes place right after
. ew Year's). So we just start classes a
few days later.
AALS's annual meeting is the primary event at which law faculty from
across the United States (and from foreign countries) meet to exchange information, learn the latest in their areas of
law and catch up with their colleagues
from other law schools. There is an
exhibit area in which legal publi~hers
display their latest textbooks and teaching materials and provide opportunities
for professors to discuss the textbooks
with the authors.
The Association of American Law
Schools is an organization with 170
member schools. It was founded in
\900 and Valparaiso became a member
in 1930. AALS serves as a resource for
the improvement of the quality of legal
education by networking law school
faculty, professional staff and deans to
information and resources, and by being
the principal representative of legal education to the federal government, other
national higher education organizations,
learned societies and international law
schools. AALS has nearly one hundred
Sections on various areas of law and legal education.
The theme for this year's conference was "Institutional Pluralism,"
which recognized the fact that AALS
member law schools come from a variety of perspectives. There are state
law schools, private law schools, 49
religiously- affiliated law schools, law
schools at historically black colleges
and universities, and schools that focus
on particular subject matters or points
of view. Several sessions at the conference discussed the institutional pluralism aspect of legal education.
Three of our Professors spoke on
panels at AALS . Professor Penny Andrews spoke twice- once at the Section
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on Africa program on "Economic Development in Africa," and again at the
Section on Constitutional Law program
on "Socio-Economic Rights: Comparative Perspectives and Criticisms." Professor Seymour Moskowitz spoke at the
Section on Aging and the Law program
on "Consumer Protection Law and the
Elderly: What's New-What's Needed".
Finally, Associate Dean JoEllen Lind
spoke at the Section on Women in Legal Education section meeting. Her
topic was young women voters and
how they didn't support female candidates for president or vice-president in
the last elec_tion. The broad topic of the
session was "The Cleopatra Syndrome:
Golda, Indira, Bella, Shirley, Margaret, Geraldine and Hillary - Education
Women for Leadership Roles in the 21st
Century." Due to conflicts I was unable
to attend the presentatimis, but I heard
via the grapevine that they were excellent, which is only to be expected from
our faculty.
I mentioned earlier that AALS
is the primary event for professors
to catch up with their law school colleagues. The law library directors also
get together several times at the AALS
meeting to discuss trends in law libraries (the law library without walls, .
for example -Marquette University is
building a new law school in which the
library is going to be located throughout the building rather than enclosed
in a particular area), current topics of
concern (the economy), and, yes, catch
up on the latest gossip ( who's retiring, who's changing jobs, and the like).
Networking is one of the most valuable
aspects of the conference.
One of the programs presented by
librarians in San Diego was titled "Librarian as Scholar." Five law librarians
discussed their areas of research, w.hich
included the intellectual property rights
of indigenous peoples; information foraging theory and how it can be used to
analyze successful and unsuccessful
searching on Lexis and Westlaw; and
the influence of William Cook, who
was author of the first treatise on corporate law back in the 1880s and donor of
the money to build the law quadrangle
at the University of Michigan. I found
the most fascinating presentation to be
one discussing medieval legal texts and
the marginalia found with them. Marginalia are the comments that were written in the margins of the texts by other
scholars. The law librarian speaker
discussed the connection between marginalia and the hypertext links that we
use today.
AALS is always inspiring and San
Diego was no different. So now you
know why some of. your professors ~re
gone at the beginning of January each
year-and why they start Spring semester a little tired but also energized by
time spent with their colleagues from
law schools around the country.

committee of expenses involved in the

Travei.Fund, from page 1
student activity fee structure should be
modified to create a funding mechanism for the conference fund - but that
determination has not been made. The .
known funding changes for '09-'10 are
currently that SBA funding for conference fees will be replaced by the new
funding mechanism.
Upon submitting a proposal, a
selection committee consisting of the
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs
(Mark Adams); the Director of Student
Relations (Joe Baruffi); and a representative from the SBA will review and affirm or deny proposals. Students who
submit proposals must show that at least
25 percent of the funding necessary to
attend the conference has been secured
from an outside source beyond the conference fund. Approved proposals require a detailed report to the selection

trip.

Baru:ffi also noted that students
returning from these conferences will
be asked to share their experiences and
knowledge learned with their peers, either through presentations at available
functions or through the varying media
outlets at the school.
While the . Student Relation Office, Career Center and other groups
will continue to notify students of available conferences as they are able, the
new funding mechanism and selection
committee's purpose ·is not to seek out
conferences for students to attend - that
remains upon their shoulders.
Since the creation of this fund in
December of 2008, several applications
have been submitted to the selection
committee, but many funds remain.

Nathan is a 2L and can be reached at
forum@valpo.edu

A dvice for that upcoming interview
employer seeks. No communication
3) Reading local business/professional
publications to see who is growing or should appear to be "generic" or "cookie-cutter."
stable and potentially hiring.
Assistant Executive Director, CPC
15) Send personal thank-you notes
4) Assessing your transferable skills.
Where can you take those transferable within 24 hours of the interview, to all
interviewers.
skills? Who is hiring for those skills?
16) Follow up with a personal phone
ello and welcome back from Be willing to do self-training and emcall to the recruiter if you don't hear
a well deserved break! Hope- brace your own professiQnal developfrom the employer within 2 weeks. Let
fully you've been able to rement by attending conferences, proorganize, prioritize and come back to
grams and continuing legal education them know you're still very interested
(CLE) classes.
in the position and inquire about the staschool with renewed vigor. One thing
you should try and focus on early in
tus ofyour candidacy.
5) Considering a recruiting agency
the semester is your job search. With where you might be able to work on a
17) When you return home from a sucthe uncertain economy, it's important document review project for a firm and
cessful interview, apply for another job.
that you get an edge over the competigo from temp to permanent.
18) Visualize Your Success- Do you see
tion and make sure that you're the most
Also, search and research:
your new office with your name on the
attractive candidate to an employer.
6) Research the organization and know
door? Can you see the view outside of
Paul Carpino, M.A., is the Employer more about the organization than the your window? Can you hear the welOutreach and Internship Coordinator interviewer.
come of your new colleagues/clients?
at the University of Nevada Las Vegas
7) Seek to uncover an employer's curCan you read the job offer being made
(UNLV). He recently wrote an article rent challenges and propose to create a by your new employer? Why not?
entitled "Standing Out In a Down Job
position to help solve those problems.
19) Don't move into "Panic Mode."
Market," much of which has been reBe proactive and not reactive!
Communicate with confidence, self-asprinted, with permission, below (2008).
8) Play to your strengths, talents, skills
suredness and a positive attitude. No
Some of his points may seem obvious,
and accomplishments.
one wants to hire a desperate candidate.
but are no less important to landing that 9) Stress what you can do for the orga- Remain centered and focused on the
summer associate or permanent associnization in all of your communications.
goal. Take lots of deep breaths before
ate position. As Mr. Carpino states in
10) Consider relocating to another mar- your phone/in-person interviews and
his article, "These days, there is no secket with the prospective. employer.
nix the caffeine.
ond chance to make a first impression."
11) Create quality communications -let
20) Remind yourself regularly that you
the Career Planning Center help you will survive this and move on to the next
So, like an Olympic athlete, you must
create a resume and job search corre- phase of your career. Surround yourself
stick the landing on the first attempt ....
spondence that highlights your exper- with positive, encouraging people. Crehere's how:
tise.
Build relationships, build relationate a supportive lifestyle based on health
12) Consider a functional resume in- and well-being.
ships, then build more relationships.
,
stead of a chronological format. S~ess
Don't just be active in your job search,
Should you have any questions
your skills, talents, accomplishments about these tips or general questions
be proactive and do five strategic acand achievements and not your employ- about your job search, please visit the
tivities every day, some of which might
ers.
Career Planning Center (Room 125) or
include:
13) Use powerful descriptive adjectives contact our staff to make an appoint1) Setting up informational interviews
on your resume like, magnanimous, ment at (219) 465-7814 or careerplanwith influencers in your profession. Do
effervescent, cordial, dynamic, pas- ning.law@valpo.edu. Finally, I've inNOT ask them for a job. Let them offer
sionate, and entrepreoeurial. Be sure cluded a list of Career Planning Center
to help you.
that you can live up to these in the in- events in February- you don't want to
2) Attending local business/professional
·
miss them!
terview.
networking mixers, if your budget al14) Target each communication to the
lows and bring your business cards/respecific job qualifications the potential
sumes.

Natalie Kijurna
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Career Planning Center
Valparaiso University School of Law
February 2009 Events
February 7, 2009

2009 Midwest Public Interest Law Career Conference

February 11, 2009

CPC Presentation: Networking- Networking is a key component in your job
search. This session will help you identify who is currently in your network, assist
you in expanding your network, provide tips on informational interviewing and
offer guidance on how to stay connected with your network.

February 12, 2009

CPC Presentation: Networking

February 13, 2009

Distinguished Alumni Presentation (co-sponsored with BLSA)- Philip Pulliam
('98), "An Open Discussion of the Importance of Networking, Mentoring, and
Setting Goals"

February 13, 2009

Distinguished Alumni Luncheon- Philip Pulliam ('98), Ernst & Young, LLP.

Februrary 16,2009

CPC Presentation: Job Search Strategies in a Challenging Economy- Aie you
concerned about the current state of the economy and how best to prepare yourself
for the job search? If so, attend this presentation to learn about and share creative
strategies for finding professional employment (i.e., where to look, who to contact
and when to make telephone contact) and develop an effective action plan that
enables you to remain competitive in a challenging economy.

February 17, 2009

CPC Presentation: Job Search Strategies in a Challenging Economy

February 19, 2009

CPC Presentation: Symplicity: Basic Functions and Frequently Asked Questions
In this session we will go over the basic functions of our online career site
Symp1icity. We will cover the FAQ's and answer any questions that students
mayhave.
..

February 24, 2009

CPC Presentation: Preparing for Pro Bono and SPIS- Did you know that you have
to complete a minimum of twenty hours of pro bono work to graduate from
Valparaiso Law? This session will discuss all you need to know about your pro
bono obligation including what qualifies as pro bono work, how to locate and
obtain approval for your pro bono project, and what paperwork needs to be
compl.eted. The Summer Public Interest Scholarship (SPIS) program was
established to encourage 1L and 2L students to explore public interest work over
~he summer. Students are eligible for the SPIS if they ate working for a public
m~erest employer this summer and are not receiving compensation. This session
will address the overall importance of pro bono work and discuss the details
'
time line, and reporting requirements for the SPIS program.

February 25, 2009

CPC Presentation: Preparing for Pro Bono and SPIS

You
may. register. for
these events via ;r.
~JOUr
Sum
. . account. S''-rtould you have any questions or need assistance
.
.
.
J
'P z·zcz'ty recruztzng
wzth youlr SY_mpllzczty@account, please vzszt the Career Planning Center (Room 125) or contact our starffat (2191 465-7814 or
careerp annzng. aw valpo.edu.
/

Rockin' The Burbs
New music to
feed your soul
Brett Stein
Forum Music Critic
Iatt & Kim- Grand

et the endless compari on to
real-life couple and singer-songwriter duo Mates of State commence with this much anticipated follow up release for Matt & Kim. Their
new album, "Grand", checks in at under
30 minutes and a start to finish listen
makes the album sound even shorter.
This is unfortunate because the album is
hard to ignore as an upbeat call to arms
for all other 2009 releases in the indie
scene.
The opener, "Daylight", is abrasively contagious with its pounding
drums, steamrolling vocals and subtle
effects all coming together to create
a dangerous mix of sound. Good 01'
Fashion Nightmare", with its piano
intro and clap-drumming combination
continues the duo's progression of near-

L

ly dance happy tracks that are layered
with "ocal almo t anyone can ing-along to while dancing stmultaneou ly.
Not to be outdone, "I \\-anna", feature
the electronic underpinning of an old
chool in tendo \ ideogame, and at ju t
one minute and thtrty-eight seconds,
impatient mu ic li tener may pa over
the it without gjving the track its due.
The Brooklyn-ba ed duo can fit
into several different categorie of music, but would prefer to impl)' be called
entertainers who happen to pia)' indie'altemative mu ic people can dance
to and enjoy on a deeper level. Matt
Johnson provides the guitar , keyboard
and majority of the vocals, while Kim
Schifino handles drum dutie and chip
in with her own vocals on some of the
tracks.
Some music fans may coff at an
album so short, but it is worth checking out because every track is a fun ride,
and overall the album provides a pleasing listening experience for every occasion. I give it a solid 8 out of 10.

Q-Tip- The Renaissance
t has been nine long years since QTip's first solo album was released,
but "The Renaissance" was definitely worth the wait. He recorded an
album in 2003 that was never released
because the label he was signed with
then questioned it's commercial appeal. Q-Tip also switched labels several
times before finally landing on Universal Motown Records. But the former
A Tribe Called Quest member returns
with a focus rarely seen on mainstream
rap releases.
It showcases Q-Tip's

I

Valentine's ·oay
is worthless
A festive rant for
the terminally
single
Chas. A. Nova
Guest Columnist

Day either. Think about all the birthdays, anniversaries, dinners, lunches
and other miscellaneous money-spending opportunities that you get to avoid if
you're single. We're not talking about
a few piddling dollars, we're talking
about a few THOUSAND dollars. Your
friends who are worrying about that
special someone don't have that luxury.
You on the other hand, can laugh all the
way to the bank.
Third, did I mention that you're
not responsible for ANYTHING on Valentine's Day? It sounds a little repetitive from my first point, but there are
some important differences. Not only
are you not responsible for cooking up
some kind of grand romantic plan for
your sweetie, you're also relieved of
the obligation to put a plan into action.
This is huge. Valentine's Day is on a
Saturday this year. Saturdays are a hot
commodity to us law students. Do you
really want to give up a precious Saturday night in the beginning of the semester? You're giving up one prime weekend night. Once February ends, there
aren't many weekends left to party and
behave irresponsibly. The opportunity
cost for putting a romantic plan into action is simply too high. We the single
people aren't encumbered with these
opportunity cost calculations. We're
free to do whatever we want. I'll take
my freedom of choice and the flexibility; you can keep your sweetheart and
your dinner plans.
Being single on Valentine's Day
isn't a bad thing at all. It's actually a
good thing. You might not believe me,
but for all the true believers out there,
I'll be leading the all-singles celebration
at the Northside Tap Room. We cancelebrate our freedom over cocktails. Lots
ofthem .. .

o, Valentine's Day is almost upon
us, and for those of us who are
terminally single, this is one of
the most irritating times of the year.
Insipid heart shaped decorations, those
chalky heart-shaped candies with sappy
romantic messages, the mountains of
heart-shaped candies that pervade every place you go, the greeting cards,
the flowers, the jewelry store commercials on ESPN; they're everywhere, and
they're really annoying.
But don't despair fellow singlefolk. Being single for Valentine's Day
is actually a blessing in disguise. I
know you don't believe me, so let me
make my case:
For starters, you aren't responsible for ANYTIUNG in the days and
weeks leading up to Valentine's Day.
Your committed friends are racking
their brains, trying to come up with that
perfect romantic idea to impress their
sweetheart. Not me. I've got other
things to do. I've got textbooks to read
and extemships to propose. "Heroes"
and "Burn Notice" are back on the air.
Basically, I don't have time to think
about the perfect gift for that specialsomeone. In all seriousness, gift-giving
is often a pointless endeavor, and sometimes, no matter how hard you work at
finding the perfect gift, there's still a
mathematical probability that your special somebody might not even appreciate it. We single people don't have to
worry about all the vagaries of gift-givChas is a 2L and can lie reached at foing, and this is a good thing.
rum@valpo.edu. '
Second, have you ever sat down
and thought about all the money you can
save when you're not forced into a gift- Editors Note: The Northside Tap Room
is where dreams go to die.
giving situation? It can really add up.
I'm not just talking about Valentine's

S
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The Music Buzz

structured approach to ongmaking in
that he blend in 'Olo track eamle ly
with gue t pots featuring Raphael Saadiq, Armanda Diva, Norah Jone · and
D'Angelo. Q-Tip raps over different
mu ical backdrops ranging from jazz to
more upbeat R&B number . Fev. albums released today are as deserving of
listener appreciation that are also a hit
with critics, but this one delivers time
and time again.
On "Life I Better",
croons over the top of a

and the song does just enough to fit
in nicely with the remaining collections
of tracks. Q-Tip never seems to be in a
rush and is content to allow his songs
to develop and play out on their own in
an organic fashion. The closing track,
"Shaka", perfectly underscores the
album at its core. Each track is fluid,
measured and calculated without feeling overproduced or trying too hard to
appeal to listeners. Q-Tip records without a particular fan base in mind, and
as his well-traveled past indicates he
makes music because he wants to and
not simply to please the label or make
money.
For that reason, Q-Tip sets a high stan-

dard for fellow artists to aspire to and
even the mo t mo t tepid fan of rap
should con ider giving thi album a
chance. I give it a not o ordinary 9 out
ofiO.

pleasing to the ear and the album even
include a battle cry. On "Change",
Sv. tft calls for a revolution and that the

Taylor wift - Fearle s
n a new feature thts month, in tead
of handpicking the albums to review
I cho e one album that lacks any
ort of intere t to me in an effort to give
a completely honest review of an album
I would not normally take a chance on.
That album i "Fearless", by Taylor
Swift, who although till a teenager has
proven capable of selling a lot of records
to her core audience of country and pop
music fans. The songs on the album tell
tales of teenage 10\ e and loves lost, but
unlike her contemporaries, Swift writes
the majority of her ongs and play an
instrument. This album will likely not
appeal to the majority of people reading
this column, but for those on the fence,
you could do worse when it comes buying pop music.
Swift sings with a wisdom in direct
contrast to her youth and possesses actual musical talent. In an era where radiowaves and our televisions are being
bombarded with the reigning and future
winners of American Idol, Swift demonstrates that if you have the drive and
talent you can still make it in the music
industry by traditional means. On that
note, for anyone who has listened to the
radio in the past few months you have
likely come across Swift's hit single,
"Love Story", which details a forbidden
romance between Swift's Juliet and a
real or imagined Romeo. The songs are

I

time has come for u to win.
In ome ways Taylor Swift repreents everything thi reviewer dislikes
about mainstream music but it would be
a disservice to dismiss her new album
as anything le s than v.hat it is, a wellcrafted pop record that displays her vocal and songwriting talents. I give it a 7
out of I 0 for a pop star of whom parents
don't have to be afraid to let their teenagers look up to and admire.
Here is my list of top 10 Albums from
2008:
10. Fleet Foxes -Fleet Foxes
9. Bon Iver- For Emma, Forever Ago
8. Frightened Rabbit - The Midnight
Organ Fight
7. My Morning Jacket- Evil Urges
6. Q-Tip- The Renaissance
5. Beach House - Devotion
4. The Hold Steady - Stay Positive
3. Sun Kil Moon - April
2. She & Him - Volume One
1. Lil' Wayne - Tha Carter III
Brett is a 3L and can be reached at forum@valpo.edu.

The Juris Doctor of Love
ReLationship
advice for law
students
Drew Taylor
Forum StaffWriter
(Note: The Juris Doctor has his B.A.
in Lust, his MS. in Romance, and his
Ph.D. in Love.)

1) Separation Anxiety
Please doni judge me Drew, but I've
been seeing a married man. He told me
that they were separated and getting a
divorce. Its been a few months no).1) and
I still doni think he s left her. I don ~
know what to do Drew. I love him!
A) I'm sure he promised you that he
was going to leave her. Men tell women
that because they need the woman to
believe that there can be a future or else
she would have no incentive to stay.
I~s called selling dreams. He knows
that you aren't going to ask to see the
divorce papers. If you press him on the
issue, you run the risk of upsetting him
and you seem to NEED him way more
than he just WANTS you. I know you
say you love him but he doesn't really
love you. He just enjoys you on occa-

sion. Chalk this mistake up to being
young and move on.
2) The Resume
Doctor Drew,
I've had too many relationships that
haven i turned out that great. I think
its because I'm choosing the wrong
kind ofwomen. I'm 27 and still trying
to figure out what I should be looking
for. Thoughts?
A) We're getting to that point where
we need to start looking for long-term
potential in a woman. Here are a few
necessities: (1) Social versatility. A
woman must be able to handle her own
in different crowds whether it is around
your friends, family, or your co-workers. (2) She needs to be supportive of
her man in public and firm with him in
private. Men hate to admit it but we
love and need a woman that'll keep us
in check ... when appropriate. (3) She
needs to be able to cook. Okay, I'm all
for women's suffrage and I know this
isn't the 1940's, but I think every man
wants/deserves a woman that CAN and
will cook. Fastest way to a man's heart!
(4) A nice smile is essential. There's
something about a beautiful smile that
can make even the worst day seem just
that much better. Heck ... even in Valpo
adding these qualities to a woman can
take her from barely clearing rational •

basis to being able to withstand intermediate scrutiny.

3) A Cautionary Tale
So-called Dr. Drew. Who are y ou to
be giving anyone advice on relationships? I've heard the stories about you
Drew. I've heard all about the broken
promises, the false hopes, and the trail
of tears that stretch from Lubbock to
Valparaiso. What did anybody ever .do
to you to make you so cynical about relationships!?! What are you so afraid
op Commitment ... getting hurt? I
mean ... how dare you have the audacity
to even pretend to be some sort of relationship expert considering you 've never loved or really cared about anyone
except yourself! Karma is a #0/o$#1&
Drew! Remember that!
A) Last month I made a list of names
and checked it twice to examine why
I kept being naughty when they just
wanted me to be nice. There comes a
time in everyone's life when he or she
must realize that what they have been
isn't close to what they need to be. I
promise. :.no I guarantee I will be better
in 2009.
Dr Drew is a 3L and can be reached at
forum@valpo. edu
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BUCKLEY'S BREWHOUSE
Discombobulation C elebration Ale, Shore li ne
Brew ing Co. , Mi chigan City, Indiana.
Chris Buckley

lize hops with higher alpha concentration to do so, which re ults in a citruslike finish.
To me, when poured into a beauhere are few things I would
rather be doing that reviewing a tiful snifter, specimens of this type are
barley wine. On a day when you truly art. I accompanied the server to
the bar to watch him pour the ale and
either have nothing to do, or that's been
observed a very cloudy haze, which
so bad you have to look down to make
changed from overcast to partly cloudy.
sure you're not in fact wearing a postal
After cascading out of the tap for a few
unifonn, that's the day to purcha e and
savor one of these. Sit back, take your minutes, this gorgeous ale settled into a
clearer, deep brownish copper red. In
time and enjoy all that this type of ale
has to offer.
typical fashion, it had little to no head,
but a course, lacy white frothy texture
Shoreline Brewing Company has
not impressed me in the past with many just accenting its surface. Overall, it
gave an outstanding visual presentaof its .brews. However, their barley
wine that I sampled from this collection tion.
is a profound exception.
The whiff of this ale took several
Despite what common myths
minutes to unravel. It began with a very
would have you besweet, candy
lieve, barley wine
coated pistais not in fact wine.
chio or pecan
There are a few circuaroma, backed
lating tales about how
by the essence
this came to be. The
of
caramelmost interesting of
ized oats. The
which is that in order
overwhelming
to be served at Eng,sweetness was
Kirsten Haalboom I The Forum
lish pubs concoctions
reminiscent of
of this alcohol volume
Boston baked
had to be classified as
beans and carawines in order to be
mel cheesecake
properly
licensed.
sprinkled with
in sticky rice and seaweed. Our second The other tales simallspice.
pieces of sushi were thinly sliced fresh
ply give barley wine
As for its
tuna. The final pieces were the best of its name based upon its typically overtaste, a wallop of sweet barley malt inall, but I am not sure what kind of fish
whelming sweetness or its aging char- stantly struck me. It tasted of a heavily
they were. They were delicate, pink fish
acteristics. Either way, this is an excep- caramelized granny smith apple. The
served on a ball of rice with pearl caviar
tional class of brews that is particularly body smacked of sweet coffee candy,
on top. I strongly recommend the sushi,
complex and delectable for all.
such as Werthers Original mixed with
ifthat is something you generally enjoy.
Unlike the Belgians who make the crust of creme brulee. This heavy
It was by far the best sushi I have had in
similar classes of beers (Dubbels and body was balanced with very sweet lithe Midwest.
Trippels), the English derived this style quor, such as a sweet amaretto or hard
For my entree, I had the fish spefrom its grain bill alone. In other words, cider. Its finish was extremely dry,
cial, which was called skatewing. I had
barley wine is just simply beer taken to clean and slightly acid'~. In my opinnever heard of this particular fish; but it
ion, this was a very well done Amerithe next level. It doesn' t employ gimwas sweet and tender with a taste simican barley wine across all categories.
micks such as candy sugar to spike the
lar to scallops. Our waiter informed me
alcohol content. This ale is 100 percent highly recommend it.
that it was a ray fish, and in doing some
pure barley, although it uses roughly
research later, I discovered that it is
Chris is a 3L and can be reached at fotwice the amount as a normal batch.
used frequently in French cuisine. Bis- Like many other styles, American verrum@valpo.edu
tro served it lightly fried in butter with a
sions of this ale typically possess a
sauce of sauteed onions, sweet peppers,
much greater hoppiness, and some utiand capers. My dish came with roasted
vegetable and garlic mashed potatoes.
Both sides were tasty, but not overly
exiting, as they are things you see frequently in restaurants.
Gus went for the cast iron fired angus ribeye with a sweet onion worcestershire sauce. His steak, which was enDavid Johnson -- Forum StaffSudoku Creator
crusted in smoked sea salt and cracked
pepper, was enormous. I stole a bite at
great risk to my fingers, and found that
9
3
5
it was delicious. Gus's quote ofthe evening was, "this is the last bite of what
could possibly be the best piece of meat
1
2
I have ever had." Enough said. It was
Forum Beer Critic
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Gus & Kirsten enjoying a fine glass of wine at Bistro 157

Bistro 157
Kirsten Haalboom
Forum Food Critic
ith Valentine's Day right
around the corner, a common thought on many minds
is where's a romantic spot to go and
celebrate? I know what you are thinking ... how can you review restaurants
for Valentine's Day when your article
n as to be to the editors of the paper in
January? Well, Gus and I willingly took
one for the team and had a romanti~ dinner a little early to celebrate the night
we met six years ago.
We have been to many quaint,
romantic restaurants, but Bistro 157
is the one place in town known better
than all the rest as the place to go for a
wonderful meal. Neither of us had ever
been there, and I will admit my interest was piqued. Could it live up to its
hype? Would the food be worth the
prices that are not really within a law
student's budget? There was only one
way to find out, go big or go home. We
made reservations for a Friday evening
and went to try it for ourselves.
Bistro 157 got its name from its
address, which is 157 Lincolnway in
Valparaiso. It is owned by ChefNicole
Bissonnette, who studied at Le Cordon
Bleu in France, and who actually bought
the restaurant from her husband, Chef
Gary Sanders. The cuisine is described
as a fusion of French and Asian flavors
with an American twist. This means
that the menu includes both sushi and
veal osso bucco provencal. How can
French and Asian styles be blended,
you ask? Apparently, the answer is de:
liciously.

W

My four part analysis of our experience
at Bistro is as follows:
1. Ambiance
When I walked into Bistro 157, I
was a little surprised by how small the
restaurant was. It is compact, but the
tables were not overly crowded. However, for a Friday night, there were not
very many people dining in the restaurant, so it is hard to imagine what it
would be like if it were crowded. The
decor is minimalist, with exposed brick
walls decorated with contemporary
canvases bringing splashes of color to
the space. Gus and I enjoyed using the
artwork as a Rorschach test, conimenting on what each reminded us of (look
for the one that I thought looked like
Stewie from the Family Guy). There
was tasteful jazz music playing in the
background and a leisurely atmosphere

to the room. Overall, I would describe
the ambiance as elegant and refined.
2. Service
Ail of the servers were polite and
efficient. We were seated and checked
. on periodically by a hostess, who chatted with us whenever she came by. Our
waiter was polite, but had some trouble
remembering the extensive list of specials that he needed to tell us about. He
also struck me as slightly disappointed
when we did not order drinks after our
meal, because he tried to convince us
quite persuasively that we needed more
than wine with dinner. Speaking of
wine, the wine list is very extensive, but
apparently it is going through renovations, because when we made our selection, we were told that it was no longer
available. Our busboy was very nice,
laughing when he agreed to take our
picture and stating that he had become a
professional photographer by now.
3.Cost
The-prices are slightly higher than
I am used to paying for food, but the
serving size for the entrees and the quality of everything made up for this. The
first course options vary from $8 for
potato gnocchi with butternut squash
and cider braised smoked pork to $11
for sushi. The salads range from $5.50
to $8.50. Of course, entrees are significantly more expensive, ~ith the least
expensive option being bistro mac for
$18 and the most expensive being the
paella a la valenciana for $39. Once
you add wine and dessert to these prices, you can see how your bill from Bistro might get steep, but Valentine's Day
comes only once a year, and the food
from this restaurant is sure to impress
any sweetheart.
4. Taste
With our wine, we were served a
hearty wheat bread, which came with
butter and roasted garlic to spread on
it. Now, I enjoy bread and butter, but
generally one or the other should be
warm so that the butter can be spread
without tearing the bread. Apparently
that is not the style at this restaurant,
which served both cold. The garlic on
the other hand was extremely hot, and
served as a whole head of garlic, which
made it difficult to spread without burn-'
ing your fingers.
Gus and I started with the Bistro
Sushi, a platter of three types of sushi
that change nightly served with wakamecucumber salad, wasabi, and soy sauce.
The night we were there, we got to ey
California rolls, which are tuna, cucumber, and red and yellow peppers rolled

SUDOKU

served with home-style fries. Now, of
course, these were not ordinary fries,
but rather were fried in duck fat. It
gave the potatoes the wild, rich flavor
of duck without making them greasy or
overdone.
·
No Valentine's Day meal is complete without chocolate, so we decided .
to share the flourless chocolate lava cake
for dessert. - It was served with kahlua
gelato and fresh berries. Gus must have
been full from his enormous entree, because he actually let me eat several bites
of this dessert. It's rich chocolate flavor
definitely will inspire feelings of love
in most women, and I believe in many
men as well.
Conclusion
Dining at Bistro 157 is a satisfying
experience. It would impress any Valentine's Day date for sure. However, with
the slightly higher prices of entrees, I
would recommend saving this experience for special occasions. Otherwise
your sweetheart might get spoiled and
expect to eat like this every night.

Kirsten is a 3L and can be reached at
forum @valpo.edu.
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009 is here. We have a new
president, and a federal government that has become a shining
example of inefficiency and waste at
the hands of former President Bush.
President Barack Obama's inauguration
speech was both inspirational and historic. Even as president of the Libertarian society I was captivated and in support of our new President's remarks.
That being said, our new leader
and his administration are about to
face a great deal of problems. Some
economists, and most politicians, claim
we are in a crisis. A crisis, the likes of
which have "never been seen."
My grandfather lived through
the Great Depression. Over Christmas break he told me that, during the
depression, his childhood Christmas
dinner consisted of canned com, a loaf
of bread, a jar of peanut butter, and a
chicken for which his father had bartered. My grandfather had 5 sisters.
My other grandpa loved SPAM,
because that was mostly what he ate
growing up in tough times. My nanny,
Dorothy, ate peanut butter on everything
and she would use a teabag three times
before throwing it out. She told me she
grew up living on very little during the
Depression.
I'm sure that many of you have
heard similar stories about what it was
like to live on less, and to appreciate the
luxuries we enjoy. However, it seems
stories of real hardship flee from our
memories whenever someone shouts
warnings of doom and gloom from
the television. Our knee-jerk reaction
in this country has quickly become to
trust everything the screen tells us and
be sure not to question the government
because they need to act quickly, or we
will all soon be without food, shelter,
and FRAPPUCINO! You can take our
rights but you'll never take our iPods!
I am well aware that we have a bit
of a liquidity problem, and a pretty major foreclosure problem. Even so, the
government is spending over a trillion
dollars ''bailing out" financial institutions, including $29 billion to JP Morgan Chase, $200 billion to Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac, the prize winning,
three round, installment of $150 billion
for AIG (one company receiving $150
billion!), and, of course, the largely successful $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program or Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008.
Our federal government is throwing over one trillion dollars at this
problem and, unfortunately, it seems
as if nothing is getting better. Classical
economists warned that a government
bailout would do little to help the situation, and instead they advised banks to
begin re-negotiating mortgage contracts
with those in foreclosure, or at least to
assess a less expensive, less invasive
approach. Keynesian economists insisted that the only way to wrestle a financial crisis would be through a series
of massive government spending sprees
that would, undoubtedly restore order to
the financial system.
Coincidentally, after the first wave
of bailouts failed to do anything substantial, many banks started re-negotiating mortgage contracts to · prevent
the losses they would incur should they
have to foreclose on so many homes in a
bottomed out housing market. Keynes-

ian theory relies on the assumption that
government spends money at 100% efficiency. 1 wish that were true.
While homes in foreclosure are
only one aspect of a huge financial
problem, I am failing to see when it became common practice for the American ~payers to throw away their hard
earned money to make up for terrible
investment decisions and an even bigger failure by the government to enforce
regulations already in place to prevent a
crisis from happening.
I am unconvinced that the fanner
Secretary of the Treasury, Hank Paulson, the Federal Reserve Chainnan,
Ben Bemanke, and the Securities and
Exchange Commission were incapable
of anticipating a problem with the way
mortgage backed securities were traded!
Supposedly the greatest financial/economic minds in our country! Really?
Furthermore, I would be interested
to know where Congress is dreaming up
the authority to delegate so much decision-making power to the Secretary of
the Treasury. I am by no means a scholar of constitutional law, but if I am not
mistaken, Congress should be setting
standards or "intelligible principles" to
guide as well as limit the Treasury or the
appointed official in the performance of
the assigned task.
This requirement of standards
serves two purposes: it insures that the
fundamental policy decisions in our society will be made not by an appointed
official but by the body immediately responsible to the people, and it prevents
judicial review from becoming merely
an exercise by providing the courts with
some measure against which to judge
the official action that has been challenged.
When Congress violates this requirement, it is effectively ignoring the
constitution, bypassing our democratic
system of government and disrupting
our already weakened system of checks
and balances.
Article I, section 1 of the Constitution states, "All legislative Powers ...
shall be vested in a Congress." A plain
reading of that text shows that lawmaking is for the legislative branch, which
does not include the Treasury Department. Yet when Congress authorized
the bailout package, it gave Secretary
Henry Paulson unprecedented power to
act as a super-legislature.
Not only is the bailout bad for taxpayers, it's unconstitutional. Congress
has completely ignored the non-delegation doctrine, and is currently setting
bad precedent. Congress loves giving
as much power as possible to government agencies. It relieves all the pressure of actually havirm to do something
other than campaign for re-election, and
responsibility disappears. If something
goes right, Congress takes credit. If
something goes wrong Congress passes
the blame to the government agency in
charge. Having your cake and eating it
too, but wait there's more!
The Court is too lenient on Congress. Their intelligible principles standard is almost nonexistent. The. intelligible principle in place for Secretary
Paulson of "Fix it" is not an intelligible
principle, it includes absolutely no
guidelines or restrictions on the choices
of an appointed official. Congress must
not be allowed to give away such vast
decision-making power without more
stringent guidelines and measures of

accountability. The debacles of this
"crisis" are clear examples why.
So, what will become of this mess?
Our national debt has already climbed
to $10.6 trillion, which is staggeringly
close to our national GDP of$ 14.3 trillion, and still grossly underestimated
and rarely discussed. Add another one
trillion dollars for the TARP (Troubled
Assets Relief Program) bailout, and
other bailouts. Then, consider Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.
Estimates prepared by the Government
Accountability Office (GAO)-the investigative arm of Congress-show that
the projected cost of paying for these
programs in the future would be at least
$52.7 trillion. Add it all together and
you get approximately $64 trillion.
I do not claim to be a mathematician or an accountant but I can't figure
out how to pay for all of this when our
tax revenues are only $2.4 trillion and
we are ending the year with a nearly
$500 billion budget deficit. Even if
Obama raised taxes we would hardly
make a dent in this debt, especially with
all of the new proposed spending in the
works.
Our government is operating on
the Keynesian economic philosophy
that a government can increase standard of living by increasing GDP which
equals government spending plus consumer spending plus net exports minus
imports. The theory is that our government can increase government spending
and thereby cause an exponential increase in GDP and therefore standard of
living. This theory is flawed because it
assumes that government uses resources at I 00% efficiency. The government
does not operate at 100% efficiency and
won't last when we are forced to allocate all tax revenues towards int~rest
payments on our insurmountable debt.
Indiana Congressman Pete Visclosky serit me a large majority of the
il!formation used in this article, straigbt
from the Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports. Congressman Visclosky is a Democrat in Indiana's first
district and he voted against the government bailouts for a reason. Our federal
government is irresponsible, inefficient,
and intrusive and typically causes more
problems than it attempts to solve, wasting trillions of dollars in the process.
President Obama, in his inauguration speech, talked about bringing back
the core principles and philosophies that
built this nation. He is talking about
faithfully executing the office of Presi-
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LETTERS POLICY:
dent of the United States, and to the best
of his ability, preserving, protecting and
defending the Constitution of the United States. That's the kind of change
all of us should embrace; the kind of
change we deserve. We deserve to trust
that our government will be wise, frugal, and law abiding, and to trust that
if it should overstep its boundaries, our
President will stay true to his oath. So
help us God.

Jon is a 2L and can be reached at forum@valpo.edu
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What's your beef? MLK Day ... is it still relevant?
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Drew Taylor
Forum StaffWriter
've been searching the U.S. Code
trying to find out how many federal holidays there are. (II). N_ext,
I wondered bow many of ~ose natw~
al holidays are dedicated m part or m
whole to minorities. I came upon only

I

one.

. L
On April 4, 1968, Dr. Martm uther King. Jr. was assassinated. In 1986
\iartin Luther King, Jr. Day was established as a national holiday. On November 4, 2oo8, Barack Obama was elected
President of the United States. MLK
Jr. had a dream and many see Barack
Obama as a partial realization of that
very dream. It has been over 40 years
ince MLK Jr. shared that dream, and
22 years since the United Stat~s started
its annual celebration of Martm Luther
King Jr.'s life and vision.
Some people treat the holiday as
·ust another day off while others, like
~alparaiso University, will be hosting
many different events that look at what
Dr. King's dream has accomplished and
what is left to be accomplished re~ar~
ing his dream. To say that _Dr. Kmg s
holiday is just another day m the year
fails to take into account those people
who use the opportunity to reflect and
continue pursuing his dream. One of
those people was Barack Obama.
Throughout the process of campaigning for the presidency, O~a~a
continually quoted from Dr. King s
speeches. Obama reminded people of
Dr. King's vision of hope and the potential of when people come together to get
things accomplished.
I don't think the legend of Dr.
King would have faded in any small
part without a yearly day to celebrate
his ideals. I do wonder, though, how
much of his message could truly be conveyed solely in a few days' reading in
textbooks in middle and high schools.

I wonder how many young people who
didn't live through the civil rights era
would fully understand and appreciate
the potential for change without a day
of festivities and a day off to reflect.
I've heard many elderly minorities that
express disappointment that the younger
minority generations don't fully understand what the civil rights struggle was
about. They say that we've forgotten
how much was lost and how much has
been gained.
Dr. King's holiday is an opportunity to reflect. The measure of the effectiveness of a holiday of this nature
should not be how many people don't
take advantage of it, but rather how
many utilize the opportunity to keep
pushing and believing that the dream
can be achieved. The dream was not inclusive so as to only forecast a brighter
future for minorities. Instead, Dr. King
wanted all people to imagine how we
would aU benefit from a better, more socially equal America. We saw glimpses
of the realization of his dream when
people came together after the September 11th attacks in New York. We all
stood together as Americans regardless
of our creed or color to empathize with
the families of victims and to show our
support for our nation. Further proof of
the potential for putting aside our differences was the American people taking control of our own political fate -by
electing the first black President of the
United States.
I really feel sorry for any person
that believes that the 3rd Monday in January is just another day. This particular
Monday is about the memory of a man
who helped open doors for minorities
and the minds of those who oppressed
them. More importantly though, the
day is a day where we remind everyone that there are still many doors and
minds that still need to be-opened.

the ociety that Dr. King spoke of in
his speeches. Yet at the arne time, the
Forum Staff Writer
chief message of so many speeches
given on this day i that Dr. King's
v. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
dream has yet to be realized, which I
dedicated his life to serving the
believe fails to honor Dr. King in the
ommunity in an effort to help
manner in which he should be honored.
bring a divided nation together. But as
I do indeed applaud those who
it stands today, roughly 23 years after
put together and participate in MLK
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was first
day events, as I myself have done
officially observed, the question is: Has
year after year in an effort to give Dr.
it become just like any other day in the
King the honor he deserves. However,
calendar year?
there seems to be a feeling of apathy
Every year, the third Monday
amongst younger generations for Dr.
in the month of January is set aside
King's day, perhaps simply because
to honor a great man, a historic civil
they find it difficult to emotionally conrights leader who no doubt deserves
nect to something that 1), they never
national recognition. At grade schools
experienced, and 2), may be hard to
and universities around the counimagine having grown up in today's
try, several events are put together
more liberal society. But perhaps
to commemorate Dr. King and his
because it is so difficult to honor a man
famous dream - a dream that has been
of such great character - a man that
adopted by millions of people across
took the lead in helping to transform
color lines. These activities range from
this country's ideals- the events that
community service projects and movie
take place every MLK day have made
presentations to speeches on race relait almost identical to President's Day or
tions and dinner gatherings.
Columbus Day- holidays set aside to
Though the intentions are unhonor heroes, but which have unfortudoubtedly well-meaning, the functions·
nately become just another Monday for _
that take place all around the country
far too many.
for MLK day, however, don't appear to
make the day stand out to the extent to
Teranni is a 3L and can be reached at
which it was originally intended. There
forum@valpo. edu.
is no question that community service
brings us one step closer to realizing
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Inauguration, from page 1
where the Obamas kicked off a
packed day, 9-year-old Laura Bruggerman waited with her mother, Wendy,
and father, Jeff, ofBethesda, Maryland.
The affable crowd tried to let shorter
onlookers and children to the front for
better views.
"I want to see Obama. I think that
would be really cool. I could tell all of
·my friends that I got to see him," the
youngster said.
Security was tight in Washington.
However, no arrests related to the inauguration were reported as of Tuesday
evening, an FBI spokesman said.
The ceremony also drew celebrities like Dustin Hoffman, Denzel Washington and Steven Spielberg.
"It's behind the dream. We're
just here feeling it with the throngs of
people. It's amazing grace personified,"
Oprah Winfrey said, sitting next to actor
Samuel L. Jackson.
Obama and congressional leaders
formally bade farewell to Bush, and the
now-former president took a presidential jet to Midland, Texas, shortly afterward.
As Obama and his wife, Michelle,
made their way to the White House,
they stepped out of their limousine amid
another round of boisterous hoorahs.
The first couple beamed as they
walked down Pennsylvania Avenue,
waving to the throngs kept back by police barriers. They walked a few blocks
before returning to their vehicle to finish the two-mile parade that took them
to the White House.
"I have a sneaky suspicion that
Barack and Michelle will be out and
about on the streets ofWashington [during his term]. ... You'll see them again,"
said Tracy Miller, who was watching
the Obamas.
After arriving at the White House,
Obama and his family watched the rest
of the inauguration parade from a reviewing stand.
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CAMEL FIGHTING
Turkeys hottest new
export
David Johnson
Forum Staff Writer

C

arne! wrestling, which is legal
in Turkey, has a rich, celebrated
cultural history in this region
and can definitively trace its roots back
several centuries. Despite how it may
sound, this sport is much less cruel than
other types of animal fights - rarely is a
camel actually hurt in the skirmish.
To see why the camels generally
come out unscathed, a closer look into
this event is required. Organized primarily in small Turkish villages around
the Aegean Sea, the skirmish begins
when two camels are marched around
each other by their owners. These aren't
just any camels, though. Breeders take
special pride in raising the biggest,
strongest bulls and protect their animals
by covering them in ceremonial battle
garb. Furthermore, the camels' mouths
are tied shut to make sure the animals
don't bite each other. Although two

bulls in close proximity to each other wrestle camels? Well, the short answer
may, by itself, spark a conflict, the cam- is boredom, honestly. These wrestling
els usually need a little more incentive matches happen principally between
to get the wrestling match started; to ac- the months of December, when prelimicomplish this, a female camel - in heat nary matches begin, and March, when
- is brought into the arena. Suffice to the grand championships are held in
say this never fails to put male camels Selcuk, Turkey. During this time, the
weather compels farmers to let their
into a fighting spirit.
There are three ways a camel can fields lay fallow; so much of the work
win the match. The first way is for one that occupies the villagers' time during
summer months is nonexistent. By coucamel to chase the other out of the arena. The second way is for the dominant pling these wrestling matches with food
and music, these events provide Turkish
male camel to make the other cry from
frustration from the fight. The third villagers with some well-needed enterway to win the match is more safety tainment during the down months .
So, what does the owner of the
oriented - if a camel trips or stumbles
to the ground, the match is immediately winning camel get? Well, about $30.
called so that the animal is not hurt by Considering the average fighting camel
the standing camel. Since breeders costs over $1500 a year to maintain,
generally bring their, biggest, baddest what's really at stake in these matches is
camels to the majches, a majority of village pride. Whichever village comes
bouts end in ties because the camels get out the champion after the main event in
too tired and seem to lose interest in the March, which draws over 10,000 specfemale. Furthermore, for added safety, tators annually, has some serious boastowners are entitled to keep a little piece ing power for the remainder of the year.
Further, the owner of the winning camel
of knotted rope with them at all times.
gets another perk: the grand prize winIf, for any reason, they're uncomfortners can sell for as much as $20,000.
able with the match, they have the ability to stop it immediately by tossing the
rope into the arena.
David is a 1L and can be reached at foThe question may arise: why
rum@valpo.edu

W INTER WOND ERL AND S WIMMING
Rachel Sharron
Sports Editor

T

he month of January is often associated with many traditional
wintery things such as: cold
weather, ice, snow, skiing, skating,
snowmobiling and ice fishing amongst
others. But apparently a new activity
needs to be added to the list - outdoor
winter swimming.
Cold-water swimming is hardly
unheard of as many people have swum
the Great Lakes or across the English
Channel or from Alcatraz to the shores
of San Francisco, but for the most part
those seemed to be individual, one-time
events.
Winter swimming, on the other
hand, began as a means of cooling off
after spending time in a sauna and has
since morphed into its own event altogether. Also called ice swimming in
some countries, this event is now just
what it sounds like - swimming in frig-

id waters. And it's a relatively popular
event in countries including: Russia,
Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Lithuania, China, Canada and the United States. There are even winter swimming championships now, as well as
other outdoor winter swimming events,
many of which are held in the Northern
Hemtsphere too.
The 2008 Winter Swimming
Championships were held in London,
England in Tooting Bee Lido, which
is the UK's largest swimming pool,
in February of last year. Playing host
to this event was· the South London
Swimming Club (SLSC), which is one
of London's oldest outdoor swimming
clubs. This was the first time this event
has been held outside of Finland.
The 680 participants in the Championship braved water temperatures
hovering around 42 degrees. Most of
the 95 events held during the two-day
meet were head-up breaststroke races,

{

but non-competitive freestyle and relay races were also held. The head-up
breaststroke is the official race stroke,
according to the SLSC.
In addition to the yearly plunges
of Polar Bear clubs in the US and the
Championships, there are other opportunities across the globe for winter swimmers, including an annual swimming
competition in the Straight of Magellan.
The goal of this event is simply to finish
as fierce tides, winds and chilly waters
make the swim a treacherous one.
Winter visitors to Harbin, China
could join the approximately 200,000
registered swimmers who swim in a
large hole in the Songhua River. Finland
has its own ice swimming society and
several swimming holes are maintained
in the winter by both the society and the
Finnish skating association. The Finns
also participate in water performance,
which is some sort of artistic endeavor,
and won that event at the 2008 Cham-

Feb5
•Indiana Supreme Court Oral Arguments
lla-2p- Stride Courtroom
• Honors Reception

Febl9
• Bar-a-Tbon
sign ups to come
8p-12a - Inmans

Jan29
• Active Shooter Program
How to react to an active shooter in

By Invitation Only

Feb21
• Barristers Ball
8p -Avalon Manor

5p-7p - Harre Union Brown & Gold
Room

the classroom.

Jan31
• Harre Union Grand Opening Ceremonies
2p - Chapel of the Resurrection &
Harre Union
• Harre Union Grand Opening Reception
330p- Harre Union
Feb4
• Animal Law Speaker - Cheri
Travis8a & Chapel Break - Ulbricht

setts, also host an annual New Year's
Day plunge in Dorchester Bay; an annual event for the Brownies since 1904.
There is some debate as to whether
the Coney Island Club or the Brownies is the oldest American Polar Re.?.t
Club. But either way it's still another
New York/Boston sports rivalry, if a
bit lesser known than the infamous one
between the Yankees and the Bo-Sox.
And what's not fun about that?
Participants claim that winter
swimming makes them feel invigorated
and euphoric. Some swimmers even
state that the sport has health benefits in
that it boosts both the immune and circulatory systems, though those claims
are subject to debate amongst health
care professionals. And perhaps it does
have some benefits, but either way I
think I'll pass and reserve my swimming for heated water only.
Rachel is a 3L and can be reached at

Forum@ Valpo.edu
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Jan28
• Animal Law Speaker - Marcia
Kramer
8a & Chapel Break - Ulbricht

340p-430p Pelzer

pionships.
Within the US, the most publicized winter swimming event is one of
the many Polar Bear Clubs' New Years
Day plunges in which participants jump
into frigid lakes, completely submerging themselves while wearing only a
bathing suit as wetsuits are strictly verboten. The Polar Bear Plunge is often
a charity event that benefits the Special
Olympics or other charities benefiting
children. But even within the US, winter outdoor swimming is more than just
a one-day event for many.
The Coney Island Club Polar Bear
Club of Brooklyn, New York, which
formed in 1903, still meets to this day
every Sunday from November to April
to swim in the ocean off the Coney
Island coast, and also hosts an annual
New Year's Day plunge to raise money
for a children's charity, Camp Sunshine.
Another long standing club, the L Street
Brownies of South Boston, Massachu-

Febll
• Animal Law Speaker Baugh
8a & Chapel Break- Ulbricht

Erin

Feb 12 .
• 100 Days Party
Details for 3Ls to come. Check your
email

Feb16
• Trivia Night
Time & Location TBD
Feb17
• Lunch with the Deans & President Heckler
Chapel Break- Ulbricht

Feb26
• Law Review Symposium -- Torture
12p-5p -Location TBA
• "Dames at Sea" - Law Clinic
Benefit Dress Rehearsal
7p - VUCA Theatre (Free tickets required)
Feb27
• "Dames at Sea" - Law Clinic
Benefit
VUCA Theatre
6p - Champagne Reception
7p -Dinner
830p - Performance
(Tickets $100 per person. RSVP with
Sandy Tangblad by Feb 17)
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